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and turned up with ermine, on his head, as a token of Princi-
pality, and the King also putteth into his hand a verge of gold,
the emblem of government, and a ring of gold on his middle
finger, to intimate that he must be a husband to his country
and a father to his children."
The King's eldest son bears many titles and honours, and of
these, two are of importance to him as heir to the throne. He
is Duke of Cornwall the moment he is born: the title is his
by virtue of his position as heir. He also receives the badge of
three feathers, wrongly called the Prince of Wales's feathers, as
a sign that he is the Sovereign's eldest son. The King is not
obliged to make his heir Prince of Wales, although this has
always been the custom. The title Prince of Wales is not
hereditary, but is the subject of a new grant under each new
King and is conferred at the will and discretion of the Sov-
ereign. The illusion about the badge of three feathers belong-
ing to the Prince of Wales has continued for many centuries.
It is a legend which surprises all the more because the first
prince who ever used them in their present form, Edward VI,
was never even created Prince of Wales. King George was at
liberty to make any of his sons Prince of Wales, had he wished
to ignore tradition, but he could not have taken the badge
of three feathers from his heir.
Although the Duchy of Cornwall was designed to support
the eldest sons of kings, for almost half the time since its
creation by Edward III, the lands have been in the possession
of the Crown—when there have been no princes to enjoy
them. The two most exciting chapters in the Duchy history
were provided by Cromwell and King George IV. "His cursed
Highness" sold the Duchy lands to private individuals, but
they were easily bought back again during the Restoration.
George IV signed a bond which gave Coutts's Bank the right
to the Duchy revenue during his lifetime. Thus a banker be-
came Duke of Cornwall in all but name. It must be added, in
the King's favour, that much of the money was spent on build-
ing and on works of art and gold plate which now adorn
Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle.
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